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high-molecular-weight polymer having a molecular weight of at 



least 10,000, and not more than 2.5% by weight of sugars. These 
ligninsulfonates can be obtained by treating an ordinary 
ligninsulfonic acid-containing liquid by a known 

method, for example an ultrafiltration method utilizing a semi -permeable 
membrane . 
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compounds obtained by treating a waste liquor formed as a 



by-product in the production of pulp and which mainly comprise 
ligninsulfonates or ligninsulfonic acid. 
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mannose, xylose and arabinose) as well as acetic acid, 
furfurol, hydroxymethylfurf urol and aromatic substances. Equally Na, 
NH.sub.4, Mg and Ca ligninsulfonates or ligninsulf onic 
acid, which have been purified, e.g. freed of carbohydrates by 
fermentation or treatment with yeast, can be used. Equally, the 
potassium, . 

foamed carbon articles which are as free as possible of cations 
it is possible conveniently to begin by converting any 
ligninsulf onate solution into the free ligninsulf onic 
acid by reaction with cation exchangers in the H.sup.+ form. 
Contaminations due to contained sugar do not interfere. 
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CLM What is claimed is: 

2. A process of treating the waste water containing ligninsulf onate 
according to claim 1, wherein said ligninsulf onate is the 
sodium salt, potassium salt, or calcium salt of ligninsulf onic 
acid. 
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